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EMUNI in the perception of the international community 
EMUNI acts as a promoter of co-operation in the Higher Education, facilitating joint academic and 
research activities. In order to increase its visibility and presence in the region, support and 
recognition of prominent individuals is of extreme importance. Numerous reputable members of 
diplomacy, academia and international society have been present at the inauguration of EMUNI on 
9 June 2008 under the auspices of the then Prime Minister of the Republic of Slovenia and the 
President of the European Council, Mr Janez Janša. The formal opening addresses were also 
delivered by Mr Amr Moussa, Secretary-General of the League of Arab States, Mr Hans-Gert 
Pöttering, former President of the European Parliament and Mr José Manuel Durão Barroso, 
President of the European Commission, who in their speeches stressed the importance of the new-
established university. The role of EMUNI was further emphasised at several other occasions and 
EMUNI activities, where they also spoke about their perception of EMUNI. 

 
Mr. José Manuel Durão Barroso, President of the European 
Commission: 
“Someone once said that the purpose of education was to replace an 
empty mind with an open one. So I can think of no better way of 
strengthening the EuroMed partnership and Dialogue than by bringing 
peoples together in academia: the ultimate place for an open-minded 
exchange of ideas and the pursuit of understanding.” 
(Portorož, 9 June 2008) 
 
 

 
 

Ms. Rodi Kratsa, Vice-President of the European Parliament and 
President of the Working Group on EMUNI: 
“EMUNI is now a reality. We should all work together at national and 
European level in order to facilitate the circulation of students, 
academics, researchers and knowledge at Euro-Mediterranean region 
and to promote a high level of cooperation, skills and outcomes.” 
(April 2010) 
 

 
 

Mr. Amre Moussa, Secretary General of the League of Arab States: 
“Euro-Mediterranean University has become a Slovenian landmark in 
the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership, a step of significant importance in 
enhancing relations between the two sides of the Mediterranean. It was 
a historic moment for me to participate in the inauguration of the 
University on 9 June 2008 and to join the honorary board of EMUNI 
Foundation. The establishment of such an institution is an important 
step in boosting intercultural dialogue between our Mediterranean 
society of nations.” (April, 2010) 



Mr. Hans-Gert Pöttering, former President of the European 
Parliament: 
“Dialogue can act as a bridge, a bridge towards peace, a bridge over 
the Mediterranean, linking states, peoples and human beings. If we 
can come to respect and appreciate the authentic dignity of each and 
every human person – and find a way to live and work together – this 
may help resolve some of the most difficult problems facing us. What 
better way to start than by encouraging and making it possible for 
future generations to come together to study in this beautiful location 
and to work on this process?” (Portorož, 9 June 2008) 

 
 

H.E. Mr. Ahmed Farouk, Ambassador, Embassy of the Arab Republic 
of Egypt to Slovenia: 
“I consider EMUNI as one of the main pillars to bridge the gap 
between north and south Mediterranean countries, through its 
intensive programmes, I believe that EMUNI is helping to achieve 
common ground of understanding among students and professors 
which will definitely help to achieve better future for the region.” 
(Ljubljana, April 2010) 
 
 
 

 
 

H.E. Ms. Nicole Michelangeli, Ambassador, Embassy of the French 
Republic to Slovenia 
“EMUNI is really a place of dialogue. I could assess it when I was 
there, on the 26th of February 2010: spontaneous testimonies of 
students and academics, stemming from different countries of the 
UfM, proved EMUNI’s ability to promote the sharing of experiences 
serving a common culture in higher education.” 
 (Ljubljana, April 2010) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
H.E. Ms. Anunciada Fernández de Córdova, Ambassador, Embassy of 
the Kingdom of Spain to Slovenia 
“Spain supported the candidacy of Slovenia to be the seat of EMUNI 
from the beginning. Slovenia and Spain share a common 
Mediterranean identity.” 
 (Ljubljana, April 2010) 
 


